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Abstract

In this study, several epic references found in non-standard versions of the Shahnameh—
references that are either no longer part of the Shahnameh, were included in other epic poems
inspired by the Shahnameh, or existed in oral epic traditions and storytelling scrolls—are
classified as epic allusions. The Literary Return period is one of the most significant literary
periods. The epic allusions in the poetry of this era reflect the poets' familiarity with and
mastery of oral, national, and historical epic sources, as well as the prevalence of storytelling
and the acceptance of non-Shahnameh epic tales. This article employs a descriptive-
analytical method to examine the divans of five poets from the Literary Return period,
including Sohbat Lari, Fath-Ali Khan Saba, Qa’ani, Soroosh, and Davari Shirazi, from this
perspective. Fifteen allusions were identified, analyzed, and categorized, with the frequency
of these allusions in the divans of the five mentioned poets presented through statistical tables
and charts.

Keywords: Epic references and allusions, storytelling, national-epic, Ferdowsi's Shahnameh,
Literary Return.
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