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Abstract

This study explores the possibility of reinterpreting Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh for the
contemporary era. Employing a multidisciplinary theoretical framework, it analyzes the
challenges and opportunities of such a rereading. Drawing on Cassirer’s philosophy, myth
and epic are understood as symbolic forms embedded within specific historical epistemes, a
situation which poses an epistemological challenge for modern readers. Althusser’s concept
of the "problematic" underscores the necessity of reconstructing the text’s ideological and
historical conditions of meaning production. By integrating Gadamer’s "fusion of horizons"
with Jameson’s historicism, this research argues that the Shahnameh is not a static historical
artifact but a living text, capable of engaging in a dialectical dialogue with the present. The
findings demonstrate that, despite the epistemic gap, hermeneutic and historicist approaches
can facilitate a dynamic and creative interaction with the epic. Ultimately, the study
concludes that the tension between the text’s historical rootedness and the necessity of
modern interpretation is not an obstacle but an opportunity for the continuous reinvention of
meaning. As an interpretively open text, the Shahnameh retains its relevance and can
contribute to redefining Iranian cultural identity in the modern world.
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1. Ernst Cassirer (1874 —1945)
2. Symbolic forms
3. Louis Althusser (1918 1990)
4. Problematic
5. Fusion of horizons
6. Hans-Georg Gadamer (1900 —2002)
7. Historicism
8. Fredric Jameson (1934 —2024)
9. The Political Unconscious

10. Living text
11. Jean Paul Gustave Ricceur (1913-2005)
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14. Reductionism
15. Problématique
16. Structure Latente

17. Pediment
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