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Abstract

The old Borzunameh, which centers on the theme of a war between father and son (a battle
among relatives), is one of the supplementary narratives of the Shahnameh. Its structure is
similar to the story of Rostam and Sohrab. Composed by Shams al-Din Mohammad Kusaj
(Kuseh), the epic consists of two parts: the first details the birth, battles, and captivity of
Borzu (Sohrab's son) at the hands of the Iranians, while the second describes his battles, the
demon Pilsom, and the figure of Susan Rameshgar against Iranian heroes.

As an epic-heroic text rich in esoteric themes, the Borzunameh is classified within the literary
genre of epic-esoteric narrative. This is because myth and history are interwoven throughout
the work, evolving over time through processes of development and reduction, demonstrating
their close connection.

The findings of this descriptive-analytical study show that the Borzunameh incorporates
various epic elements. These include the elevation of the agricultural class to heroic status in
contrast to ancient heroes; its structural and thematic simulation of the Sohrab epic; a loose
causal relationship; a lack of restraint in word and action; the hero's integrity and honesty;
the rebuilding of social institutions, justice, and security after foreign invasions; the
promotion of self-interest and the strengthening of Iranian nationalism; and an abandonment
of the supremacy of monarchy by revealing its weaknesses while emphasizing the populism
of the Fotowat (chivalric) orders and their people. Furthermore, the text exhibits religious
tendencies, patriotism, certain linguistic and structural weaknesses alongside a simple and
fluent style, and depictions of the urban middle class and professional communities from
which most Ayyars emerged. These characteristics collectively establish the Borzunameh as
a link between epic and history, as well as between Ayyar literature and epic texts.
Keywords: Epic, Ayyari texts, supplementary texts to the Shahnameh, Borzunamah, Ayyari
theme..
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