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Abstract

Rostam is the most important warrior and one of the most significant characters of epic
literature in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, a significant part of this epic includes descriptions of his
appearance and stories, which have been the basis for Iranian illustrators to create many
images. Shahnamehs of Baysangri, Tahmasabi and Davari, in addition to having many and
significant paintings, are considered to be the most important works of painting schools,
which belong to the periods of development, prosperity and decline of Iranian painting,
respectively. Therefore, the study of these Shahnamehs has been considered in this research.
Among the weapons, Rostam's helmet has the ability to be investigated more due to its
diversity in content and image. The question is: what visual characteristics have the authors
of Shahnameh Baysangri, Tahmasabi and Davari shown in the drawing of Rostam's helmet?
The results of the research show that during the development period, attention to the literary
text of the Shahnameh was considered by the artist; but from this time onward, under the
influence of the artist's imagination, the decorative and representational aspects of Rostam's
helmet have become stronger and less follow the narrative.

Key Words: Epic literature, illustration of the Shahnameh, Tahmaspi Shahnameh, Rostam's
helmet.
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. Metropolitain Museum of Art, New York
. Metropolitain Museum of Art, New York
. Astuart Cary Welch

. The British Library, UK

. Aga Khan Museum, Canada

. Museum of Islamic Art, Doha, Qatar

. Arthur A. Houghton, Jr
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- Welch, Astuart Cary (1972), A King Book of Kings; the Shah-Nameh of Shah Tahmasp,
Published by Thames & Hudson, London.
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