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Abstract

Employing a documentary method and a descriptive-analytical approach, the present study
seeks to examine which narratives of social activism among the women of the Shahnameh
were drawn upon to critique social behavior concerning women, from the Constitutional
period (1906) to the first decade of the second Pahlavi era. It further asks which women of
the Shahnameh, and what forms of behavior, were presented as models for transforming the
social status of Iranian women. An examination of women's writings and the women's press
during this period reveals that, in the Constitutional era, only three periodicals—Habl al-
Matin (1906), Iran-e Now (1909), and Nameh-ye Banovan (1920)—established a connection
between social critique, women's issues, and the social activism of the Shahnameh's women.
In the Pahlavi era, among the women's press, the periodical Bidari-ye Ma (1944-1948),
adopting a Marxist approach, devoted the greatest attention to the women of the Shahnameh.
By narrating the social activism of several of the Shahnameh's women—such as Rudabeh,
Tahmineh, and Farangis—it sought to present a perspective that moved beyond the binary of
love and social action in the depiction of women within Iran's historical heritage, drawing on
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, and thereby to introduce the social activism of the Shahnameh's
women as social models.

Keywords: Women of the Shahnameh, women's social activism, social models, the concept
of the woman in love, Bidari-ye Ma periodical.
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